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Earth, Arbor Day
celebrations
start Friday
By MICHAEL MCKAY
news@wkuherald.com

JOSH MAUSER/HERALD

Students gather at the Colonnade on WKU’s campus to participate in the Life Week Prayer Vigil. Mary Reding of the St.
Thomas Aquinas Catholic Campus Center said she was happy with the number of students that turned out for the event. “It
takes a lot to get students to come to an event. It is like pulling teeth. But this event was different. People showed up out of
the woodwork. It’s a really special event,” she said.

All this week, environmental-themed celebrations
have taken place at WKU with more planned for the next
three days.
The main celebration for Earth Day starts Friday in
the Downing University Center Courtyard and Centennial Mall from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The celebration will feature music, activities, booths
and giveaways, according to the Office of Sustainability’s
website.
Sara Ferguson, Recycling and Surplus Coordinator,
said in an email the activity she’s most excited about is a
bicycle-powered smoothie maker.
“We’ve been trying to get that for years,” she said.
Ferguson is the GreenToppers staff advisor and is coordinating the event. She said she’s been impressed to see
how much the GreenTopper students have done with little
direction from the advisors.
“They’ve been working really hard,” Ferguson said.
Saturday, WKU is partnering with the Bowling Green
Tree Advisory Board for an Arbor Day celebration in
Kereiakes Park.
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SEE EARTH, PAGE 2

part TWO of a FOUR-part series

Hilltoppers for Life group hold events at the Colonnade
By MICHAEL MCKAY
news@wkuherald.com

The Colonnade bleachers are covered with
crosses and red and black tablecloths that spell
“life” when looked at from afar.
Shepardsville junior John Sohl, the president
of WKU Hilltoppers for Life, said the display
was called the “Cemetery of the Innocent.”
“What this represents is — just in the United
States — we have 4,000 crosses made of Popsicle sticks, and each cross represents one baby
aborted, one family shattered, one home broken,”
Sohl said.
Hilltoppers for Life is a group “that looks to
promote the right for all life from conception to
natural death,” according to the group’s Facebook page.
The group got permission from WKU to keep
up the display the entire week for Life Week,
Sohl said. He said this is the first major event the
group has had.
Sohl said members of the group have been sitting at the bottom of the Colonnade for the past
couple of days to make sure nothing was dis-

turbed — until it was vandalized Tuesday night.
“One person sat up there (at the Top of the
Colonnade), and he sat there, and we were like,
‘What is he doing?’” Sohl said. “And he sat there
for 10, 15 minutes, and then all of the sudden, we
see him rip up a cross, break it in half and throw
it across the thing.”
Sohl said he videotaped the vandalism, but
they decided not to do anything because that person “might have had an emotional trauma from
an abortion experience.”
“We didn’t (do anything), because one, two,
three crosses isn’t a big deal,” he said.
Wednesday night, candles in milk cartons and
Gatorade bottles lined the Colonnade for a candlelight vigil service.
Around 20 people held candles and sat on
the steps praying for people who have dealt with
abortions and for others to make the right choice
for their pregnancies.
Columbia, Md., freshman Ashleigh Hardin
said she attended the vigil because she is a strong
supporter of the anti-abortion movement.
SEE LIFE, PAGE 7

Programs for
minority students
aid retention
By TESSA DUVALL
news@wkuherald.com

In high school, Denise Smith only did only the minimum in the classroom to graduate.
“In high school, I didn’t care about anything too much,”
the Louisville junior said. “I was kind of a problem child. I
did just enough to get out of there in four years.”
Smith, a self-described class clown, said she originally
didn’t think college was in her cards. Her ACT score and
grades reflected this.
“I don’t know why I came to WKU,” she said. “I hadn’t
really planned on going to college after high school. I was
kind of a different person in high school. I didn’t expect to
get the acceptance letter back from WKU, so when they
accepted me, I just jumped on it,” she said.
Adjusting to academic expectations and student life at
WKU came slowly for Smith.
SEE MINORITY, PAGE 3

Morning Teleportation back to BG to write music
By CHRIS RUTLEDGE
news@wkuherald.com

The members of Morning Teleportation didn’t plan on moving back to
Bowling Green. It just happened.
But that’s how the band always operates. The transitions in their music
have often been described as abrupt
and unexpected, and the transitions in
their life have been much the same
The band formed (“Did we ever
form?” Merritt asks Goodwin) in
Bowling Green in 2005 — friends
Tiger Merritt, Travis Goodwin, Tres
Coker and Paul Wilkerson. The quartet didn’t even think of themselves as
an actual band until their friend, Daniel Tichenor of Cage the Elephant,
told them they should start taking music seriously.
“He was like ‘Hey, you could maybe, like, play music. You know, actually put out a record.’” Merritt said. “I
was like, ‘Whoa, that’s a far-out idea.’
So we started doing that.”
Merritt said before that the members
just played for fun at his house in Bowling Green.
“My house had no furniture, just

FRI. 81˚/ 53˚

musical instruments,” he said. “Well,
I had a kitchen table and chair…”
“Not till your mom came here and
was like ‘Where can I sit?’” Goodwin
said with a laugh.
In 2008, the band relocated to Austin, Texas, to record for a few months
at the advice of a friend. It was around
this time that the band members
met up with Isaac Brock of Modest
Mouse, who would go on to produce
their 2011 debut album “Expanding
Anyway.”
Goodwin said Morning Teleportation was playing a show in Cincinnati
the same night as Modest Mouse, and
afterward, Brock headed over to check
out the band’s set.
“That’s when he was pretty much
like, ‘Hey, I’ll produce your record, or
whatever.’” Goodwin said.
Brock suggested the band members relocate to Portland, Ore., to record and that’s where they lived for
four years.
Merritt said the decision to move
back also was sporadic.
SEE MUSIC, PAGE 3
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SHELBY MACK/HERALD

Tiger Merritt of Morning Teleportation sings to fans crowding around the stage at Tidball’s on Tuesday, April 10. The band returned to Bowling Green, their city of origin, from their new home base in
Portland, Ore., to play a show.
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is for xylophone
Student finds musical calling through the xylophone

By MARY ANNE ANDREWS
diversions@wkuherald.com

Most kids have one: a
small rainbow-colored toy
instrument that goes “tinktink.” They drag it around
the house banging out
“Twinkle, Twinkle, Little
Star” with two small sticks
on strings.
Bowling Green junior
Daniel McKillip plays a
much larger one. McKillip
began playing the xylophone
the summer before his sixthgrade year.
He walked into a junior
high band room to choose an
instrument. He didn’t realize
he was choosing his degree
and career path.
“I tried the different
mouthpiece instruments, but
I didn’t really make much
noise on them,” he said.
Then he saw the xylophone.
Having taken piano lessons, McKillip liked the fact
that he already knew the key
pattern and how to read the

music. And it made a lot of
noise.
“It’s a really bright instrument, very piercing,”
he said. “And if you want
to get someone’s attention,
it’s the instrument you want
to use.”
McKillip said he appreciates the way the xylophone
is used now, but he also enjoys its rich history.
Now, the xylophone is
used mostly as an accent, he
said. But, during the early
days of radio, it was widely
used in ragtime because of
its unique way of cutting
through the radio static.
McKillip plays for
WKU’s Ensemble, Percussion Ensemble, Jazz Band,
Steel Band and Orchestra.
While he doesn’t have a favorite instrument, he said
his favorite category is orchestral percussion, which
includes the xylophone.
McKillip will play in the
Austrian Masterworks concert Friday at 8 p.m. in Van
Meter Hall. McKillip will

EARTH

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

The Arbor Day Foundation named
WKU a Tree Campus USA for the second
year in a row earlier this month.
The foundation requires an event
observing Arbor Day before a city
or campus can earn the recognition,
according to the foundation’s website.
Bowling Green has been a Tree City
USA for the last 18 years, City Arborist
Jared Weaver said.
Weaver said the group will give out
free tree seedlings for people to plant and
will teach the public about planting and
growing techniques.
Weaver said all the trees this year are
native to Kentucky.
The event will also provide activities
for children, including inflatables and
a bucket ride, in which children will be
taken up 30 feet above the ground, he said.
“We have a lot of things to keep the kids

WKU

AtoZ

Each Friday, the Herald brings you a story
inspired by a letter of the alphabet.

wear a small cross necklace
his grandmother gave him,
which he wears on big performance days.
He will play again in a
CONNOR CHOATE/HERALD
Steel Band Recital on April Bowling Green junior Daniel McKillip practices the xylophone Thursday afternoon in a practice
24, at 5 p.m. in the Ivan Wil- room in the fine arts center. McKillip has been playing xylophone since he was 6 years old and
son Center.
hopes to play professionally after he graduates.
He said he is especially
excited about the steel band to a whole band ensemble’s the competition wasn’t
One of his goals is to
concert’s Caribbean reggae sound and provides melody very stiff, but when he met always have fun with the
theme.
for a percussion ensemble on McKillip as a freshman, he music. McKillip said artists
Bowling Green freshman its own,” she said.
started to realize he was go- who inspire his attitude inCaitlin Belcher is a Vocal
Flaherty junior Andy ing to have to push himself clude Chick Corea, Samuel
Music Education Major. She Edelen has played in en- to keep up. He said McKil- Burden and, especially, the
said she has attended several semble and steel band with lip encouraged him to work sometimes-barefoot Bobby
music performances, includ- McKillip.
hard.
McFerrin.
ing those in which McKillip
“He’s the best in our stuMcKillip said he hopes
“Once in a while, I’ll hear
performs.
dio,” Edelen said.
his hard work pays off with a song, and it will just impact
She said she appreciates
Edelen is a Music Educa- a performing job.
me emotionally,” McKillip
the xylophone’s unique tim- tion major with a concentra“Right now, I would be said. “The fact that music
bre, or tone.
tion in percussion. Edelen happy performing with any- can do that is really inspir“It adds reinforced notes said that in high school one,” he said.
ing.”

entertained while their parents or whoever
brought them are educated,” Weaver said.
Landscape Architect Helen Siewers
said in an email the department of Facilities
Management is contributing small starter
pots with quality soil to the event.
Another contribution is the bicycle
rodeo the same day that has volunteers
from the department of Parking and
Transportation and the Big Red Bikes
program, Siewers said.
The rodeo will also take place at
Kereiakes.
“It is a nice event for children to
learn and practice bike skills and safety,”
Siewers said.
Sunday at 2 p.m., Elizabeth Forbes,
a beekeeper in the area, will screen the
documentary “Vanishing of the Bees”
in Mass Media and Technology Hall
Auditorium.
The film talks about Colony Collapse
Disorder, where bees are “literally
vanishing from their hives,” according to
the film’s website.

■ CORRECTION
Due to a Herald error, information on the
Black Bag Fishing tournament was incorrectly
identified in an article on page nine in the April
13 issue of the Herald.
The tournament’s on-site registration is on
Fri., April 27, from 6 to 9 p.m. and Sat., April
28, from 4 to 6 a.m. at the Red Roof BBQ.
Also, the cost for the raffle tickets is $1 per

CRIME REPORTS
Reports

■ Sophomore Austin
Cremins, Pearce-Ford Tower,
sophomore Devin Wrye, McCormack Hall, and Evansville
sophomore Larry Boots
reported on April 18 a theft
of a backpack as well as
other contents. The value of
the theft is $2,091.50

ticket, $5 for six tickets and $10 for 15 tickets.
The Herald regrets the error.
The College Heights Herald corrects all
confirmed errors that are brought to reporters’
or editors’ attention. Please call 745-6011 or
745-5044 to report a correction, or e-mail us at
editor@wkuherald.com.

■ Sophomore Matthew
Hollis Lawson, Minton Hall,
reported on April 18 that his
bicycle was taken from the
Preston Center bike rack.
The value of the theft is
$600.
■ Freshman Kaylena Mills,
PFT, reported on April 17
that her wallet with miscellaneous contents was
stolen from her room. The

value of the theft is $60.
■ Freshman Jaylon Tutt,
McCormack, was cited on
April 16 for possession of
marijuana and drug paraphernalia.
■ Junior Selena Snowden,
Louisville, reported on April
16 that her iPod Touch was
stolen from The Learning
Center at DUC. The value of
the theft is $300.
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MINORITY
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Enter Vee “Mama Vee” Smith,
assistant director of the Office of
Diversity Programs, who aided in
Denise’s transition.
“Not much changed my first
year here at WKU, but I did —
thank God for developmentals,
they don’t go toward your GPA —
I got lucky with that. It didn’t get
better until I seen Vee in their little
kiosk in South Campus.”
But making changes wasn’t
easy, she said.
“Vee is a tough lover,” Smith
said. “Vee’s drive will inspire you,
because she’ll do whatever it takes,
regardless of how you feel about it.
She’ll never lie to you.”
For Vee Smith, being there for
students is just a part of her job.
In her role as assistant director of
ODP, Smith serves as a resource
and finds programs that assist
underrepresented students. Smith
makes sure minority students
get what they need to succeed
and connects them to the proper
resources on campus.
“When I first started working
here at Western, I wasn’t impressed
with how I saw the students
looking. A lot of the black men had
their pants sagging, not knowing
how to talk,” she said. “A lot of
students just don’t know that’s not
proper, that you can’t do that here
in college, that it’s not acceptable.
“I’m not one of those people
who’s going to sit here and
complain and say, ‘Well, I hate
how somebody does this.’ I’m
going to find a way to make sure
you understand it.”
Programs Smith has developed
are Project CLASS (Creating
Leaders and Shaping Sisters) for
female at-risk minority students

and Come Up for male at-risk
minority students. Many of these
participants are taking or have taken
developmental classes at South
Campus and are first-generation
college students, she said.
Since beginning in 2008, the
programs have evolved from 10
weeks to a full semester. Three
cycles of Come Up have been
completed, and the third group of
Project CLASS is in progress. The
first group had seven students. The
current group has 19.
The programs, designed to
help students succeed in college
and later in life, teach skills about
how to manage money, time,
relationships, academics, etiquette,
networking and other necessary
skills. Participants are also given
their first business suit. At the end
of the semester, there is a banquet,
and the student who has been the
most committed to the program
will earn a $1,000 scholarship.
Smith said that about 85 percent of
the students who have been through
the program remained at WKU.
From the first cohort in 2008, all
seven men graduated except for two
— one will graduate next year, and
the other no longer attends WKU.
Denise Smith said Project
CLASS turned her WKU
experience around.
“It just basically teaches you the
ropes to get through college, to stay
and to actually graduate,” she said.
“I didn’t care about much until I did
Project CLASS.”
But it didn’t sink in right away.
Smith asked to go through Project
CLASS two times.
“Now that’s not normal —
that’s just how hard-headed I am,”
she said.
After going through the program
as a freshman, Smith realized she
had not taken full advantage of it.
“I wanted to do it again but do

it correctly because I seen how it
helped some of the other girls,” she
said. “I seen a lot of the girls getting
something out of it but I wasn’t. So
I went to Vee and asked her, ‘Could
I do it again?’ She usually doesn’t
allow that, but she appreciated the
fact that I came and asked her.”

Getting involved with Project
CLASS or Come Up
The Office of Diversity Programs first
contacts all students identified as black
about Project CLASS (Creating Leaders
and Shaping Sisters) and Come Up via
email. Although the program specifically
targets black students, any WKU student
can participate.
Applicants then go to an interest meeting and an interview before being accepted to the program.
Project CLASS and Come Up are
designed to teach students skills, such as
managing money, relationships, academics, networking and etiquette, with the
purpose of better-preparing students for
college and, later, the professional world.
“The program isn’t easy, so anybody
interested must be serious about the commitment to change for themselves,” Vee
Smith, assistant director of ODP, said.
If interested in either program, contact Vee Smith at 270-745-5066 or Veleashia.Smith@wku.edu.

Now, Smith said she builds
rapport with her professors and
stays on top of her grades, as well
as her friends’ educations.
“See, my friends back home call
me the mama now because I’m on
them about, you know, financial
aid or getting this in or that in or
even getting a job,” she said. “Even
though it helped me the most, I
think it benefitted all of us. We
were kind of toxic to each other.”

Practice makes Perfect

JEFF BROWN/HERALD

Alpha Tau Omega scrimmages against Lambda Chi Sunday night on E. 13th Avenue in
preparation for the annual Greek Week Tug contest, which will be held today at 2 p.m.
at the University Farm.

MUSIC

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

“Just seemed like something to do,” he
said.
A lot of things changed in those four years.
Some bands Morning Teleportation
played small venues with began touring, and
the number of Bowling Green music venues
almost doubled.
Similarly, Morning Teleportation has
been through some changes.
In 2011, Wilkerson, the bassist, left the
band. Morning Teleportation still haven’t
found a permanent replacement, and use a
rotating cast of musicians.
Canago’s Jason Williams will play bass
for the band when they headline Revolution
91.7’s annual Mayhem Music Festival today,
the third show Morning Teleportation has
played in Bowling Green this month.
But Merritt said his favorite part of Bowling Green doesn’t involve the music scene.
“Judy’s Castle, breakfast special,” Merritt
said. “$4.25 before 10:30.”
Merritt said that the band came back to
Bowling Green to take a break and write music for their sophomore album.
And while the band has been doing both,
it still has been playing out-of-town shows
regularly. In fact, Merritt said that while he
loves both Portland and Bowling Green, the
band members don’t get to see a lot of either.
“We spend more time on the road than we
spend anywhere,” Merritt said.

It was out on the road that the band met up
with Knighton Clark and Nicholas McDowell. Clark and McDowell saw the band play
in St. Louis and decided on a whim to follow
the band for a few shows.
They ended up attending the band’s
shows at The Twisted Tap and at Tidball’s,
though Clark had to watch the latter through
the window outside because he wasn’t old
enough to get in. McDowell said that while
his decision to follow the band was abrupt,
he’s been enamored with Morning Teleportation for a while.
“In 2010, I saw them open for Modest
Mouse at the Pageant in St. Louis and just
fell in love with them instantly,” he said.
“They’re probably one of the best bands out
there right now. I think. I listen to them constantly. I could literally probably watch them
20 times in a row and never get tired of it.”
Merritt gave Clark and McDowell a
shout-out through the window near the end
of the Tidball’s show.
McDowell said he’s still trying to make
up his mind on how many more Morning
Teleportation shows he will attend this year.
Similarly, Morning Teleportation is mapping out 2012.
Merritt fantasizes about spending the
summer hibernating and playing guitar on the
porch, and Goodwin said the band is planning
a summer tour. But for the most part, Morning Teleportation is playing it as it comes.
“I kind of want to just write and record,
but I’m not sure,” Goodwin said. “If anything
cool comes up to do…”

Of her high school friends who
started WKU, most of whom are
also black, Smith said she is the
only one still on the Hill.
Marika Purce, a freshman
from Madisonville, also attributes
much of her success to Project
CLASS teaching her necessary
the skills for college and the South
Campus setting easing her into the
university experience.
In high school, Purce — a firstgeneration college student — said
her grades weren’t the best because
she worked 35 hours a week and
slept during school.
“Coming to college, my grades
weren’t that good. So a lot of
people told me, ‘Oh, you need to
go to community college and do
that — do the two years then come
to the big college,’” Purce said. “…
If it wasn’t for South Campus, I
wouldn’t be able to be here because
my GPA was so low.”
Currently enrolled in Project
CLASS, Purce said she has
learned valuable information —
such as how to present herself
and managing what she puts on
her Facebook — that will carry
over past her time at WKU and
into graduate school and the
professional world.
“I take it in and just think
about it, and if I’m going through
something, I go back and think
about what they said and how they
said to handle it,” she said. “Being
a freshman in college — especially
the first generation in college
— you don’t know what you’re
getting into. It’s a lot of stress.
“It’s good to have somebody to
tell you how to handle all that or
somebody to go talk to. Ms. Vee,
she’s always there — if you ever
need her, she’s always there.”
Vee Smith said Project CLASS
and Come Up are proving their
worth by retaining at-risk students.
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“There are several that just
don’t know (what’s expected),
and it’s educational more than
anything. We know that we’re
working with a group of students
that are potentially not prepared for
college, which means they don’t
know how to acclimate themselves
into the environment,” Smith said.
“So why would we then go around
and treat them as if they should
know everything and then get mad
when they don’t?”
Smith said, for example, that
many students sagged their pants
because they never knew their right
size.
“It’s not because they chose to
do that — they’ve worn it for so
long and done it for so long, and
that was their culture, and this is
how we grew up, this is how they
dress, and that now they need to
wear an actual pair of pants for
the work environment, they were
totally clueless.
“So now you understand that
now they’re not just sagging
because they want to — it’s because
they don’t know how to dress.”
For Denise Smith, Project
CLASS and Mama Vee have
impacted her career path. She
aspires to go into higher education
to create programs similar to the
ones she participated in to help
other minority students succeed.
“I think it would be selfish of me
to learn all of this and not teach it to
someone else,” she said. “There’s
a lot of students here who want to
do better but don’t know where to
start, and those are the ones who
usually get pushed to the wayside,
you know, because they think no
one cares.”
The tough love approach is
already showing in Smith.
“Only the strong survive,” she
said. “If you want to change, you’ll
stick with it.”

WKUHERALD.COM
"Congress shall make no law
... abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press ..."
-First Amendment, U.S.
Constitution
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Ain’t no party like a safe party

Last weekend,
I was with a few
friends when one
of them got a call
that someone had
been shot at a
party at the Lava
Lounge. Immediately, everyone
went into a frenJOANNA WILLIAMS
zy because they
READING BETWEEN
knew someone
THE LINES
opinion@wkuherald.com who was at the
party. They began
calling to check
to see if they were okay.
As panic began to set in, we saw a
police officer fly past the car we were
in headed in the direction of Lava
Lounge.
Almost simultaneously, word got out
about a stabbing incident at the JC Pavillion, and police were rushing to that scene

as well.
I wasn’t even on campus or at a party
and I felt scared about all the things that
were happening around Bowling Green at
the time.
And if people weren’t already frightened enough, there were WKU Alert texts
sent out saying there had been a robbery
on campus on Sunday night.
All in all, two people, WKU students,
ended up being shot at the Lava Lounge,
and another person at the Pavillion was
treated for a stab wound.
The events that happened last weekend
delivered a cold reality check to many
people: Even a night that started with fun
can soon turn into a dangerous experience.
While I have nothing against the people who actively go out each weekend and
decide to “shake life up,” I think we all
have to just as actively be aware of our
surroundings.

EDITORIAL CARTOON

Partying, as we all know, is one of the
most prominent staples of college life. It’s
been endlessly portrayed in movies and
TV shows and is one of the top things
sought by new students.
It’s the “don’t have class on Fridays, so
the weekend starts on Thursday” mentality that we pick up once we get our first
real taste of independence.
Heck, even hype for the “after-party”
of an event sometimes surpasses hype of
the actual event.
So we spend time and money getting
all dolled up for whatever theme the party
has, and we all go out with different intentions. Some of us want to find a booty
call, others just want to have fun, and almost everyone is there to have the experience of getting down to the same song at
the same time.
With an unlimited supply of party and
dance songs and a culture known for pushing the limits, there won’t be a slowdown

on the amount of parties or the amount of
people who attend parties any time soon.
And there is nothing wrong with that.
If you like to party and want to party,
then do it.
That said, we need to realize that no
matter where we are or who we are with,
things can turn serious quickly.
We cannot control who comes to a
party (unless it is our own), and we also
cannot control how rational a person is.
We can, however, control how we act.
If you sense something is wrong at a
party, then that’s your cue to leave. If you
see someone beginning to fight, head for
the exit.
Just keep in mind you are at a place
with people you may or may not know,
who may or may not be under the influence, and that can lead to several different
things.
Partying should always be fun, but it
doesn’t have to be dangerous.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

All Greeks
should be given
equal coverage
It has been brought to my attention that
Kappa Delta has been featured on the front
page of the Herald twice in the past two
weeks. This sorority has just been punished
for breaking their hazing policies, and I find
it quite embarrassing that they are representing our college and Greek life in such a poor
manner. As a member of another sorority on
campus, I feel as though this is advertising
for a sorority to some extent. Every chapter
on our campus should be equally represented
although they are not. This newspaper is implying favor towards particular groups, and I
find that very unfair. If at all possible, more
groups should be equally focused on to represent the vast differences that our campus
is made of.
— Hannah Simmons
Glasgow junior

have an opinion?
Write a letter to the editor (250 words
or less) or a commentary (500 words
and a photo). Email them to
opinion@wkuherald.com.

T
&
B
OPS

OTTOMS

TOPS to Ransdell
Bobbleheads being offered at the upcoming
baseball game.
BOTTOMS to only people who live on campus
being able to get one.

TOPS to Greek Week
events going on.

BOTTOMS to Fight
Night being canceled.

TOPS to Earth Day
events.
BOTTOMS to DUC
renovations causing
an inconvenience for
those on campus.
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CLASSIFIEDS
FOR RENT
House for Rent
4 br. 2.5 bath.
1252 Kentucky Street.
$650/mo. plus utilities and
deposit. Call 270-781-2449

Have Something
For Sale or
For Rent?

Call 270-745-2653
advertising@wkuherald.com
Classifieds Manager: Alex Weires

HELP WANTED
SUMMER INTERNSHIP
IN NASHVILLE.
MAKE $8,450 THIS
SUMMER! Don’t waste
another summer. Invest in
a summer of outstanding
sales and leadership
training. Find out why
students with FasTrac
experience are getting
great jobs after graduation.
Call Kyle at 615-403-7445

Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution when answering ads, especially when asked to
send money or provide credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not responsible
for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.

What is the 2012 Greek Week theme?

@KellyCaitlin_:
@wkuherald It's the G series! Is it in you?
#GREENWEEK2012 #perform #prime #recover

ACROSS
1 Tiny
4 Dull pains
9 Sitcom for Sherman Hemsley
13 Curve one's back
15 Sandbar
16 Not taped
17 Critical; urgent
18 Handbag
19 British thermal __; BTU
20 Reach the highest point
22 Ferrer and Ott
23 __ of interest; indifference
24 Safety __; old diaper
fastener
26 Plant pests
29 Opposite of general
34 Bring about
35 In what place?
36 Lofty poem
37 Fanny
38 Footwear
39 Cut of pork
40 Forest animal
41 Seat at a bar
42 Aviator
43 Dawn
45 Phantoms
46 Poe's initials
47 __ in the neck; difficult
person
48 Voting alliance
51 Unable to put up a defense
56 Flat bean
57 Like vine-covered walls
58 Location
60 Actor Sandler
61 Gall
62 Murdered
63 Drill a hole
64 Inexperienced
65 Have bills
DOWN
1 Roll of money
2 Journalist Sevareid
3 Neutral wall color
4 Clear jellies made from
fish or meat stock
5 Piece of pineapple
6 Bar mitzvah dance
7 Vane direction
8 Slumberers
9 Graduates
10 Excavation
11 Malicious

Call (270
(270)745-2653 to sponsor a puzzlee today!

THE Daily Commuter Puzzle

12
14
21
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Butterfly catchers' needs
Horrible
Created
__ skating; Olympic event
__ up; misbehaved
Zahn or Abdul
Sled dog
__ up; rattled
Orange rind
April __ Day

32
33
35
38
39
41
42
44
45
47

by Jacqueline E. Mathews

Dope
Small coins
Word used to stop a horse
__ down; resigning
Elsa of "Born Free," for one
Mrs. in Madrid
TV's Dr. __
Turned into
Flower bed
Irritate

48
49
50
52
53
54
55
59

Spill the beans
Venetian beach resort
Actor Sharif
Do __; repeat
Metal thread
Storage tower
One-dish meal
Lamb's mother

@CoachTaggart: Just left from visiting
with Tevin. He is in great spirit and recovering well. Please continue to keep him in
your thoughts and prayers. -sent 4/18
@coachstuholt: Tevin Holliman is doing better! #tremendousperson #blessed
-sent 4/18
@ToriEaton331: No matter the letters,
we're all Greek together. #WKU #GreekWeek2012 -sent 4/18
@Patricksni: Oh Greek Week. #wku
#annoying -sent 4/18
@rachaelmbarnett: @alphagammadelta Getting ready to go donate blood like
a champ! #WKU #GreekWeek -sent 4/18
@NickConderWKU: That was the
worst experience I've ever had with any
eating establishment, even the other oncampus places. #WKU #RedZoneIsAwful
-sent 4/18
@theKisforKiller: So nice of wku to
renovate duc. Too bad none of us will be
able to use it for 3 years! -sent 4/18
@wdfoley: Its all fun and games till
somebody gets a hernia. #wku #stupidsteps -sent 4/18

Do you have campus events you would
like to be included in the
'TAKE A BREAK' calendar?
Be sure to let us know!
Email your events to editor@wkuherald.com
South Central Kentucky 4-H Horse Camp, L.D.
Brown Agricultural Exposition Center, 8 a.m.
Kentucky Writers Conference and Children’s
Day, part of Southern Kentucky Book Fest.
Knicely Conference Center, 9 a.m.
Earth Day Festival, DUC courtyard, 11 a.m.
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for Pure Power
Technologies, WKU Center for Research and
Development, 1 p.m.
TUG, part of Greek Week, WKU farm, 2 p.m.
Baseball vs. Troy, Nick Denes Field, 6 p.m.
Miss Black Western Pageant, DUC Auditorium,
7 p.m.
Concert: The Symphony’s Austrian Masterworks
featuring Liza Kelly and Bowling Green Western Choral Society, Van Meter Hall, Tickets are
$25 at the door; $22 in advance; $5 for students,
8 p.m.

Academic Transitions Program, various locations
South Central Kentucky 4-H Horse Camp, L.D.
Brown Agricultural Exposition Center, 8 a.m.
Habidash 5k run/walk, sponsored by WKU
Habitat for Humanity Campus Chapter, Preston
Miller Park, 8 a.m.
Kentucky Science Olympiad, various locations,
8:30 a.m.
Southern Kentucky Book Fest, Knicely Conference Center, 9 a.m.
Toppers on Tour in Lexington, Keeneland, 10 a.m.
Baseball vs. Troy, Nick Denes Field, 4 p.m.
Philanthropy Day, part of Greek Week, Houchens Industries-L.T. Smith Stadium, 6 p.m.
Faculty Recital: Ching-Yi Lin and Felix Olschofka, violin, Music Hall’s Choral Rehearsal Hall,
Free admission, 7:30 p.m.

South Central Kentucky 4-H Horse Camp, L.D.
Brown Agricultural Exposition Center, 8 a.m.
Baseball vs. Troy, Nick Denes Field, 1 p.m.
Planetarium Show: Interpreting the Narrative of
our Ancient Earth, Hardin Planetarium, 2 p.m.
Film: Vanishing of the Bees, Mass Media, 2 p.m.
Faculty Recital, Are You Smarter Than a Baritone? with Wayne Pope, baritone, and Julie
Pride, piano, Music Hall’s Choral Rehearsal
Hall, Free admission, 3 p.m.
Greek Week Convocation, part of Greek Week,
Van Meter Hall, 7 p.m.
Recital: Voice students of Beth Pope, Music Hall’s
Choral Rehearsal Hall, Free admission, 5 p.m.
Study Abroad Graduation Reception, Faculty
House, 5:30 p.m.
WKU Agriscience & Educational Field Day, L.D.
Brown Agricultural Exposition Center, 9:30 a.m.
Softball vs. Middle Tennessee, WKU Softball
Complex, 5 p.m.
Toppers on Tour in Glasgow, Colton’s Steakhouse & Grill, 206 North L. Rogers Wells
Blvd., Glasgow, 5:30 p.m.
Baseball vs. Lipscomb, Nick Denes Field, 6 p.m.
Planetarium Show: Interpreting the Narrative of
our Ancient Earth, Hardin Planetarium, 7 p.m.
Presentation: Plant Collections and Sustainable
Landscapes by Dena Rae Garvue, Environmental Sciences and Technology Building, 7 p.m.
Concert: WKU Steelband with Mark Berry,
Music Hall’s Choral Rehearsal Hall, Admission
is $4, 7:30 p.m.
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Vote for your favorites in and around
Bowling Green to enter for a chance
to win an iPad or WKU gear!

First and Last Name:

Preferred E-mail:
WKU 800
800#
#:

You can choose to vote in one category or all 50, but please
only vote for businesses located in the Bowling Green/Warren
County area. Only WKU students, faculty and staff are
eligible to vote, and each ballot MUST include a valid 800
number. All entries must be received by 4:30 p.m. April 20.
You can only enter once, either online at wkuherald.com OR by
returning this paper ballot to the Student Publications Center.

FOOD
Best Breakfast Place:
Best Coffee House:
Best Ice Cream or Frozen Yogurt Place:
Best Late Night Meal Place:
Best Mexican Restaurant:
Best Pizza Place:
Best Place for Appetizers:

SHOPPING
HEALTH & BEAUTY

Best
Bookstore:
B B
k

Best
Nail
Salon:
B N
il S
l
Best Clothing Store:
Best Place for a Haircut:
Best Flower Shop:
Best Place to Workout:
Best Liquor Store:
Best Tanning Salon:
Best Place to Bargain Shop:

PLACES & SERVICES

Best Place to Buy WKU Gear:

Best Bank or Credit Union:
Best Place for Dessert:

Best Sports Store:
Best Car Wash:

Best Place to Eat Healthy:
Best Cell Phone Service:
Best Restaurant:
Best Off-Campus Housing:
Best Sandwich Place:
Best Place for Worship:
Best Sushi Place:
Best Place to be Spoiled by

ENTERTAINMENT

Your Parents:

Best B
Bar:
B
Best Place to Study:
Best Place for Happy Hour:
Best Place to Take a Date:
Best Place for Karaoke:

ON-CAMPUS
B
i ttii ((non-Greek)
G k):
Bestt C
Campus O
Organization
Best Fraternity:
Best Major:
Best On-Campus Event:
Best On-Campus Housing:
Best Place to Eat on Campus:
Best Professor:

RECREATION
Best Place for Live Music:

Bestt B
B
Bike
ik Sh
Shop:

Best Sorority:

Best Radio Station:

Best Golf Course:

Best WKU Athletic Team:

Best Sports Bar:

Best Place for Outdoor Recreation:

Best WKU Landmark:
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WKU earns 'Green College' recognition once again
By MICHAEL McKAY
news@wkuherald.com

WKU’s sustainable practices
have earned the university recognition for the third year in a row.
WKU was listed in Princeton
Review’s Guide to 322 Green Colleges: 2012 Edition for the third
consecutive year. Other Kentucky
schools, specifically Northern Kentucky University and the University of Louisville, join WKU for the
first time.
The guidebook lists information
on the sustainable practices of 322

colleges and universities. WKU’s
entry in the guide lists all of the
university’s sustainable programs,
certifications, and “green facts”
about the school.
Some of the recent sustainable
additions are the Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design
(LEED) certification in Ransdell
Hall, the Establishment of a Master
of Arts in Social Responsibility and
Sustainable Communities, and the
sustainability concentration in the
MBA program.
Associate professor Brian Sullivan was the first faculty member

to win the President’s Award for
Sustainability, which recognized
his incorporation of sustainability
in the MBA program.
Sullivan said that understanding sustainability has become an
important part of doing business
internationally.
“If you’re doing business in
the EU, you have to be concerned
about your carbon,” he said.
Earlier in the year, WKU was
ranked by The Association for the
Advancement of Sustainability in
Higher Education Sustainability
Tracking Assessment and Rating

System (AASHE STARS), which
gives the university a ranking
based on how sustainable they are.
WKU received a bronze rating
with 38.42 points from AASHE
STARS. The cutoff for silver beings at 45 points.
John Osborne, vice president
for Campus Services and Facilities,
said the assessment would allow
WKU to improve on its sustainability.
“It is the guide and the
benchmark from which we aspire to use to embellish and improve our performance and our

activities,” Osborne said.
Sustainability Coordinator
Christian Ryan-Downing said
in a press release that she believes WKU can always score
higher.
“To make the Princeton Review
Green Guide, a college must score
in the 83rd percentile or above.
That’s pretty good, but not good
enough for Hilltoppers,” RyanDowning said. “We’re striving for
the 99th percentile or above, and if
we continue at the rate we’re going, we’re pretty confident we can
make it.”

SGA awarded around $34K Costa elected as SGA
in organizational aid
speaker of the senate

By TAYLOR HARRISON
news@wkuherald.com

The Organizational Aid
Committee, the part of the
Student Government Association that gives money to
student organizations, helped
about 50 organizations this
year.
Devon
Hilderbrandt,
SGA’s administrative vice
president, said the total
amount SGA gave out in organizational aid this year was
around $34,000.
Students can apply for
money through an online application. That application is
then read by Hilderbrandt,
and then the organization can
schedule a time to meet with
the org aid committee. The
maximum each organization
can receive is $500.
Corey Johnson, an SGA
senator who worked on the
committee, said he thinks it
is one of the best things SGA
does.
“I think we’ve done a lot
of great things. I’m proud
of a lot of the organizations
we’ve given money to this
year,” Johnson said. “I think
this semester and this past
semester we were very strict
on what we gave funding
to, making sure that it really
benefited the student body in
a way that was justifiable to
us to spend that money — the
students’ money — on an organization.”
Johnson said in particular,

LIFE

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

“It means a lot to me to
see that I’m not alone in
being pro-life, and honestly
I wasn’t even expecting
this many people to come
out,” Hardin said.
White boards were
placed earlier in the
week at the bottom of
the Colonnade, letting
students write a response
to “What’s your opinion on
abortions?”
Hardin said she believes
life starts at conception and
taking a life is murder. She
said some of the opinions
on abortions were hard for
her to see.
“Some of the stuff on the
board like, ‘Keeping God
out of the government,’
it just breaks my heart,
honestly,” she said.
To Hardin, separation

one of the organizations that
he thought made good use
of the money was Women In
Transition, a group that provided scholarship money to
single mothers coming back
to school to further their education.
Rachel Calhoun, the secretary of the student senate,
also worked with org aid this
year. Calhoun said one of
the groups she remembered
most was a group of Chinese
students taking trips around
Kentucky to see the sites
and culture before returning
home.
“That was cool,” Calhoun
said. “I’d never seen that before. That was a good idea.”
Calhoun also said one
criterion for the groups to receive funding was that it was
not just to fund supplies for
a party, unless it was a large
event for all students.
“If they were just using the money to essentially
throw a party, we weren’t really into that,” Calhoun said.
“It had to affect a lot of students and be legitimate.”
Johnson said about 10 or
11 groups were turned down
for funding.
Cain Alvey, an SGA
senator who will serve as
administrative vice president
next year, said he wants to
re-vamp the application so
that the students applying for
money have to include more
description about how they
will use the money.

“But other than that, I
think it’s running great,”
Alvey said. “You know, we
helped out a lot of good organizations this year.”
Alvey said one of the organizations he really liked
was the Chinese Music Club.
“They’re going to the local schools and performing,
and I thought that was a really cool way to help out not
only the organizations and
the students in the organization but the community as
well,” Alvey said.
One organization Hilderbrandt thought was interesting was the Green River
Grotto. Hilderbrandt said
that was a geology group that
traveled through caves and
learned about different types
of rocks while mapping out
the caves.
Relay for Life and Up ’Til
Dawn were also great organizations, Hilderbrandt said.
Hilderbrandt said each
group had something unique
about them.
Org aid also helped out
graduate groups this year that
helped students with professionalism and moving on to
the next level of their lives.
“We thought that was really cool because we’ve never had that before,” Hilderbrandt said. “At least, last
year we didn’t. So I was really happy to see that this year.
That was really cool. We saw
a lot more groups than we did
last year, which is awesome.”

of church and state just
means the government
can’t change the church’s
beliefs, but it doesn’t
necessarily
mean
the
church can’t change the
government.
Father Mike Williams
of the St. Thomas Aquinas
Catholic Campus Center
said during the vigil that
it took “conversation and
prayer” for him to support
the event because of the
effect he, as a priest, has seen
abortion have on people.
“A lot of times, the
victims are the women
who have chosen to have
the abortions, and when we
do this, we ‘re-victimize’
them,” Williams said.
Williams said people
talk a lot about how
abortion is wrong, but
those same people don’t
talk about people having
premarital
affairs
or
committing infidelity.

“The shame, the guilt, the
burden they carry, to me, it
just scares me to death that
this could make them feel
that again,” he said.
Williams
said
he
supported it because it was
a vigil to support the prolife movement and not the
anti-abortion movement,
which he said were
different.
He said to him, pro-life
means loving everyone,
including those who have
had abortions and those
who have performed them.
Sohl said the purpose of
Life Week and the crosses
is to pray for families to
heal. He said he knows
realistically nothing can be
done about abortions that
have already happened.
“It’s not just, ‘Oh my
gosh, look at all of the
children getting killed
every day,’” Sohl said.
“We don’t focus on that.”

By TAYLOR HARRISON
news@wkuherald.com

The Student Government Association has
filled another position
for next year — speaker
of the senate.
Bowling
Green
sophomore Christopher
Costa, currently an SGA
senator, will be SGA’s
next speaker of the senate after being elected at
Tuesday night’s meeting. The other nominated
candidates were junior
Poorvie Patel of Bowling
Green,a also a senator,
and Smiths Grove freshman Mallory Treece,
public relations committee head.
The candidates were
nominated and voted on
at the meeting.
Costa will be replacing Rochester, Mi., senior
Kaylee Egerer, the current speaker of the senate.
Costa said he originally looked into the
position about a month
or two ago when people
started talking about
SGA elections.
“I found the position
very interesting, so I decided to take a chance
and run,” Costa said.
Egerer said Costa talked to her about the position before the meeting.
“I have full faith in
Chris,” Egerer said. “As
I said, he’s come to me
multiple times about the
position, and I was very
excited to have him actually as a part of the student government.”
Costa said Egerer has

been helpful when he’s
come to her to discuss
the speaker of the senate
position.
“Kaylee’s been fantastic with anything that
I’ve ever asked her or
needed from her,” Costa
said. “So I think it’s going to be a smooth transition into the fall, and I
think everything’s going
to work out okay.”
Costa emphasized the
importance of remaining neutral when holding
this position.
“That’s one of the
things that’s most important to me, is impartiality, and I really hope to
do a good job at bringing
that to the speaker position,” Costa said.
Egerer agreed that
neutrality is incredibly
important.
“Like everybody said,
it could be a glance, your
body language, anything
that could sway the senate, so you obviously
always need to be very
careful with the way you
present yourself on the issues,” Egerer said. “You
need to remain neutral.”
Another part of the
job is being familiar
with the bylaws and parliamentary
procedure.
Costa said he has looked
into the bylaws and will
continue to do that more
before the fall semester.
As far as parliamentary procedure goes, Costa
said he knows the basics.
“I definitely will employ Kaylee’s tactic of
having a parliamentarian on hand for sure,”

CHRISTOPHER
COSTA
Costa said. “I know the
basics… but I plan on
learning a lot more before the fall.”
Nicki Seay, the current
parliamentarian, said she
enjoyed the position.
“It was a great way to
get involved,” Seay said.
Since Seay has been
elected as a senator for
the upcoming year, the
by-laws prevent her from
simultaneously serving
as parliamentarian.
Egerer also said that
Costa has been around
parliamentary procedure
enough that he understands it.
“I know that he’s very
good with studying up,”
Egerer said. “Before he
had even approached me,
he’d read the bylaws and
everything that being the
speaker of the senate entails, so I think that he’ll
do very well as far as parliamentary procedure.”
Egerer said it will also
benefit Costa that he has
sat through senate meetings not only as a senator
but also as a student before he was elected.

■ NEWS BRIEF
Kindergarten class donates pennies to riding
stables
Rockfield Elementary School kindergarten classes recently held a school-wide
penny war, hoping to raise $500 for New
Beginnings Therapeutic Riding stables.
However, they didn’t collect $500. They
collected $1,000, according to an NBTR
press release.
In February, the kindergarten classes
began a collaborative learning and community service project for the entire school.
The money the project raised goes directly
to NBTR, an organization that, according
to its website, is “dedicated to serving individuals with disabilities, enhancing their
lives using the power of horses.”

“I think that is totally awesome what
they have done,” NBTR Program Director
Nancy Canary said. “That $1,000 is going
to help us tremendously. We’ll stretch that
$1,000 a long way.”
Canary said NBTR runs primarily off
private donations, and the money will go
toward purchasing hay, feed — which can
run about $400 per month — and ribbons
for horse shows they do with the riders.
The kindergarteners presented the money to NBTR on Thursday morning. Afterward, they received a tour of the facility,
including seeing the riding ring and barn
and observing a riding lesson with some of
the New Beginnings Therapeutic Riders.
— Monica Spees
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Holliman, Singh recovering from gunshot wounds
By SPENCER JENKINS
& BRAD STEPHENS
news@wkuherald.com

The Bowling Green Police Department made an arrest Tuesday in relation to the shootings of two WKU
football players at Lava Lounge early
Sunday morning.
Tevin Holliman, a sophomore from
Tucker, Ga., and Ricardo Singh, a
freshman from Auburndale, Fla., both
WKU football players, sustained single gunshot wounds Saturday night at
the Lava Lounge, located near WKU’s
campus.
Ronnie Ward, public information officer for BGPD, said Bowling
Green resident Travis Fant, 22, will be
charged with assault in the first degree
in connection with the shootings and

RECRUIT

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

He posted his commitment on Facebook
Wednesday
evening
with a status update
announcing,
“Western Kentucky here I
come!!!”
Harris said the relationships he developed
with WKU players
made the difference in
picking the Toppers.
“It’s one thing when
coaches say they want
you there, but it makes
it a lot easier when the
guys you’re going to
play with say it too,”
Harris said.
The Toppers have
hosted several other
men’s targets recently,
including Eddie Alcantra, a 6-foot-5 forward from Chicago.
As a junior at Hales
Franciscan, Alcantara
helped lead his team
to the Illinois Class
2A state championship, scoring 15 points
in a 61-47 win over
Murphysboro
High
School.
He went on to average more than 20
points and 10 rebounds

SMITH

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Walden said many of
her high school teammates went on to play
softball in college.
After reflecting on
her high school softball
experience, Walden also
looked back on what it
meant to her to play with
a teammate she’s known
since middle school.
“Time’s flown by, and
I can’t believe it’s already my senior year,”
she said. “…Laura’s a
great person — she’s
a great teammate, and
she’s a great friend, so I
couldn’t ask for another
better senior to be with
this year.”
Smith said
their
years playing together
have helped them grow
closer as friends.
“It’s almost like having your sister out there
with you,” she said. “We
can just look at each oth-

possession of a stolen weapon.
His bond was set at $50,000.
Ward said Fant has been arrested before on other charges.
Soon after the shootings, he was located near a house on Forrest Drive after being told to stop going in the house,
according to a BGPD citation. He appeared to be hiding something in his
waistband when he went into the house
but was no longer hiding anything when
he came back out of the house.
The citation said that the owner of
the house gave consent to police to
search the residence. Police located a
handgun under the seat cushion in a
chair next to the front door.
Fant confessed to hiding the gun
and told police that he didn’t want to
be caught with it, the citation said. The
gun was reported stolen by Louisville

a game as a senior, including shooting more
than 40 percent from
3-point range.
“My strongest part
about my game is my
hustle,”
Alcantara
said. “Nobody is going
to out-work me on the
court.”
He said one of the
biggest factors in his
final decision will be
his relationship with
coaches, adding he really liked Head Coach
Ray Harper’s coaching
style.
“I’m a team-oriented guy. Everybody
likes to win,” Alcantara said. “And those
are the kind of guys
Coach Harper wants
here. I know my teammates would be just
like me.”
Another WKU target, 6-foot-10 Connecticut transfer Michael Bradley, appears
to be nearing his college decision.
According to an
April 17 article posted
on Nooga.com, Bradley is expected to make
his decision “fairly
soon” and has no other
visits planned.
Bradley told the

Herald during his visit
last weekend that he
was “really high” on
WKU.
On the women’s
side, new commitments
McGee and Wright become the seventh and
eighth guards on Head
Coach Michelle ClarkHeard’s first WKU roster.
McGee, a Michigan
City, Ind., native, averaged 12.9 points, 5 rebounds and 3.4 assists
per game for Kilgore
(Texas), a junior college, in 2011-2012.
Wright comes to
WKU after leading
Manual to the girls’
state
championship,
scoring 21 points in
the final game in a
58-54 victory over
Marion County High
School.
She averaged 9.7
points, 3.4 rebounds,
2.5 steals and 2.4 assists
game her senior season.
“We needed a point
guard, and when I got
the job, she was my
first target,” ClarkHeard said. “… Manual High School has an
unbelievable program,
and she brings that
winner’s mentality.”

er and kind of tell how
each other’s feeling.
“We know how to
handle each other. When
you come into college
especially, you’ve got to
learn how to handle your
other teammates.”
Walden and Smith
said they have different
leadership styles.
Smith said she likes to
let her play lead the team
since she’s not very vocal.
“Being a senior, you
want to be able to help
the team any way you
can,” she said. “You
want to be that person
who gets a rally going
or get that extra base hit
to score a run or make a
play in the outfield. You
always want to be that
person they remember.”
Walden, who has
started just seven games
this season, said she likes
to pick her spots and talk
to her teammates to get
them going.
“I’m definitely the
more vocal out of the

two of us and one of
the most vocal people
on the team,” she said.
“When the team is starting to go south, I tend to
bring it up and be the one
that speaks to them and
say, ‘Let’s get back on
track.’”
Both
Smith
and
Walden agreed their
leadership will be key as
WKU plays conference
opponent
LouisianaMonroe this weekend,
trying to move up in the
Sun Belt standings.
The Lady Toppers’
7-7-1 league record has
them fifth in the Sun Belt.
Head Coach Tyra
Perry said what they provide to the team will be
missed after this season.
“Both
Smith
and
Walden are very good
kids,” she said. “They always operate in a manner
of character. You can tell
that they love Western
and everything it stands
for, so when you lose
kids like that, it’s tough.”

Metro Police Department.
The report also said
Fant is being charged
with tampering with
evidence.
Fant was previously
a student at WKU but
hasn’t been enrolled
since the spring semes-

TRAVIS FANT
ter of 2008.
The shootings occurred just after
midnight Saturday, Ward said.
Ward said Holliman was taken to
Vanderbilt Medical Center, and Singh was
taken to the Bowling Green Medical Center.
A Vanderbilt Medical Center spokesperson said the condition of gunshot
victims and victims of violence are not
given out to the public.
Interim athletics director Todd

JENKINS

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

WKU assistant Curtiss
Long, Jenkins’ predecessor for 27 years, recruited
him to become a sprinter
for the Toppers.
“Western was the only
school I didn’t visit, and
I came just because of
Coach Long,” Jenkins
said.
After
graduating
from WKU with a mass
communications
degree, Jenkins moved to
Champaign, Ill., to begin
graduate work. Long informed him of a graduate assistant job at WKU,
and Jenkins accepted the
offer.
“He said, ‘Hey, you
know, if you want to
come back to school,
we’ve got a graduate assistant job here’ and I
said, ‘Let me go back to
Western,’” Jenkins said.
“I told myself that I could
do this for a year or two,
and next thing I knew, I

Stewart said he spoke to both players’
mothers Wednesday morning and that
both mothers said their sons’ conditions are improving.
Holliman, a junior defensive lineman, and Singh, a sophomore defensive back, are both in good spirits and
are expected to make a full recovery,
Stewart said.
Head Coach Willie Taggart tweeted the following from his account, @
CoachTaggart, Wednesday night: “Just
left from visiting with Tevin. He is in
great spirit and recovering well. Please
continue to keep him in your thoughts
and prayers.”
Ward said he wouldn’t confirm or
deny where on their bodies either player was shot.
Both Holliman and Singh played in
WKU’s annual spring game Saturday,

was liking it.”
After serving as a
graduate assistant and
moving onto being an
assistant coach, Jenkins
took the handoff from
Long. On Jan. 1, 2008, he
was named head coach, a
position that Long says he
doesn’t regret giving to
Jenkins.
“Jenkins had that drive
to excel that is necessary
in track and field, because track and field is
one of these individual
sports,” Long said.
“…You
have
21
events. You have to coach
21 different types of activities. You have to be
willing to not look at the
clock.
“It is a 24/7 job, and
he has the focus and dedication needed in order to
perform in that set of circumstances.”
Jenkins said God is his
mentor when coaching
every day.
“God is my comforter
and my strength,” Jenkins
said. “I’m not perfect, but

he’s also helped me have
a certain amount of people with discernment who
have bigger ideas and understand where I came
from but also understand
where I’m trying to go.”
Looking into the future,
Jenkins still has high standards set for his staff and
all of his student athletes
— just like the day he began.
“Everybody I have
around me, I like and care
for deeply,” he said.
“…but we’re gonna
work hard, and we’ll have
fun later. We’re gonna
outwork people and be
disciplined so that when
we go to certain places,
you understand a drill,
you understand what’s
going on.”
Junior thrower Houston Croney said he enjoys that style of coaching.
“He is a coach that will
challenge you and push
you rather than one that
will baby you,” Croney
said.

for more news coverage visit
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CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

“They’ve been up and down, but
they’re good enough,” Myers said. “I
don’t want to get them hot.”
Instead, he said he’s more focused
on his team’s performance on the field,
which lately has been inconsistent at
best.
“I don’t really worry about our opponents because I think we’re as good
as anybody,” Myers said. “It’s more
about taking care of us.”
Myers pointed to the Trojans’ Friday night starter — senior right-hander
Tyler Ray — to say that his team will
have to be ready this weekend.
Ray went 12-0 one season ago with
a 2.39 ERA while being named the Sun
Belt Pitcher of the Year.
“I can’t wait to play this Friday
night, but we’ve got a tough assignment with Tyler Ray on the mound,”
Myers said.
Offensively Troy is led by infielder
Logan Pierce (.382 batting average,
4 home runs, 34 RBIs) and outfielder
Boone Shear (.307, 7 home runs, 39
RBIs).
Senior right-hander Ross Hammonds said there’s also a little extra
motivation given the past between
Troy and WKU.
The Trojans swept the season series
last year and beat the Toppers in the
Sun Belt Tournament to end any hope
of further advancement in the postsea-

JEFF BROWN/HERALD

Senior outfielder Ryan Hutchison scores at the top of the ninth inning against Lipscomb on Wednesday at Dugan Field in Nashville. WKU
came back from a 3-0 deficit in the ninth inning to win 4-3 in 10 innings.

son for WKU.
Hammonds said Troy always has a
solid team, which simply means they
have to be ready to “come out and

play.”
However, he said it definitely helps
being back at home.
“We love playing at the Nick,”

Hammonds said. “You’ve got homefield advantage, and you’ve got your
home fans. Playing at home is a great
feeling.”

BASEBALL

Chowning sees role as a freshman
By KURT CARSON
sports@wkuherald.com

There’s been a new face
on the diamond as of late for
WKU.
With injuries and lack-luster offensive production affecting the team, Head Coach
Matt Myers has had to reach
deep into his bench to search
for answers.
One player that he’s inserted into the Toppers’ lineup
over the last week is freshman
infielder Kelby Chowning.
Chowning made his starting debut on April 14 against

Arkansas
State and
has
two
hits and
one walk
in
nine
plate appearances.
Myers
said
he
wanted to CHOWNING
mix things
up during
the series with Arkansas State,
and he thought Chowning
should be rewarded.
“I thought at Arkansas State
we needed a punch in the arm,
and he’s worked his butt off,”

Myers said. “He deserved an
opportunity, got it, and did a
good job.”
Chowning came to WKU
after a stand-out prep career at
East Robertson High School in
Cross Plains, Tenn.
He finished his high school
career with a .630 batting average and .780 on-base percentage.
Chowning said he embraces
the opportunity to start, especially being a freshman.
“It feels good to get to
start,” Chowning said. “I’ve
worked hard all season and
I’m just waiting for my time.”
Myers said Chowning’s ef-

fort in practice and energy
has allowed him the chance to
start for WKU.
“He works, works, works —
he’s the ultimate team player,”
Myers said. “He deserved the
opportunity and I’m glad he
had success. He’s a great kid.”
Fellow teammate and hunting buddy — senior righthander Ross Hammonds —
said Chowning is simply “the
perfect teammate.”
“He’s a great teammate
and a great player to have on
your team,” Hammonds said.
“Everybody loves him. He
never complains and is always
cheering in the dugout.”

ARE YOU OVERQUALIFIED?
Talk to us about Student Publicaons
A real world, hands on work enviorment.
Applicaon Deadline April 25

Hammonds said those traits
are what makes him even happier to see Chowning get playing time in his first season at
WKU.
“He comes out, works hard
and brings it every day,” Hammonds said. “It’s awesome to
see him come out and get the
chance to help our team.”
Chowning’s goal for the remainder of the season shows
just what kind of player he is
in the clubhouse.
“My focus is to just go out
every day, work as hard as I
can and help the team in any
way I can,” Chowning said.
“That’s all that matters.”

WKUHERALD.COM
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BASKETBALL RECRUITING

BASEBALL

WKU teams
receive first
spring signees
By JORDAN WELLS
sports@wkuherald.com

JEFF BROWN/HERALD

Senior infielder Casey Dykes collides with a Lipscomb runner while tagging him out at third base Wednesday at Dugan Field in
Nashville. WKU won 4-3.

Home field
advantage

SEE RECRUIT, PAGE 8

SOFTBALL

Toppers back to Nick Denes Field for Troy series
By KURT CARSON
sports@wkuherald.com

WKU finally returns home
this weekend, coming off a
nine-game road trip.
The Toppers (15-22, 6-9
Sun Belt Conference) return to Nick Denes Field this
weekend as they host the Troy
Trojans (16-20, 5-10), with
the first game set for 6 p.m.
Friday.
The Toppers’ last home
game came with an 8-7 rubber-match victory over Arkansas-Little Rock on April 1.
Since then WKU has posted a record of 3-6 on the road.
Head Coach Matt Myers
said it’ll feel good to finally

■ April 3, Louisville
(L) No. 18 Louisville 9 WKU 2

be back at home for a while.
“We need to be at home,”
Myers said. “I can’t wait to be
at our field — advantage us.”
WKU has played just two
of its five Sun Belt series at
home, posting a 3-3 record in
those games.
The Toppers started off
the season with 14 of their
first 16 games coming at
home.
Senior center fielder Jared
Andreoli said the past couple
of weeks have been somewhat of the polar opposite to
the start of the season.
“At the beginning of the
year it felt like we weren’t
on the road at all but now it
seems like we haven’t been

WKU’s 3-6 road trip
■ April 13-15, Jonesboro, Ark.

(L) Arkansas State 5 WKU 0
(W) WKU 8 Arkansas State 3
■ April 6-8, Lafayette, La.
(W) WKU 6 Louisiana-Lafayette 2 (L) Arkansas State 6 WKU 3
(L) Louisiana-Lafayette 1 WKU 0
(L) Louisiana-Lafayette 2 WKU 1

The spring signing period began slowly for WKU’s men’s and
women’s basketball programs, as
neither program signed a single
recruit in the period’s opening
days.
But recruiting news picked up
steam over the last several days,
with the Toppers receiving their
first commitment in Otero Junior BRANDON
College point guard Brandon HarrisHARRIS
on April 18. Meanwhile, the Lady
Toppers picked up commitments from Kilgore
(Texas) College guard Bianca McGee and Dupont Manual High School senior guard LeAsia
Wright.
Harris comes to WKU after averaging 10
points, 5 rebounds, 4 assists and 2.4 steals per
game over a 33-game span for the Rattlers, hitting 35 percent of his three-pointer and 78 percent of his free throws.

home in forever,” Andreoli
said. “It’ll be great to be
at home and in front of the
home fans.”
WKU will try to enjoy
the comfort of its own surroundings against a Trojans
team that comes into the series having lost their last six
games on the road.
Troy is currently 2-7 on
the road in conference play
and trails the Toppers by
one game in the Sun Belt
standings.
Myers said the Trojans
shouldn’t be overlooked
despite their struggles this
season away from home.
SEE HOME, PAGE 9

■ April 17, Nashville
(L) Belmont 7 WKU 0

■ April 18, Nashville

(W) WKU 4 Lipscomb 3
(10 innings)

Smith, Walden
ending careers
together
By HASANI GRAYSON
sports@wkuherald.com

At the end of the season, two teammates who have
been playing together for eight years will end their
careers.
Infielder Amanda Walden and outfielder Laura
Smith, who played softball and basketball together
at Greenwood High School, will be graduating at the
end of the year.
The two won state softball championships in 2007
and 2008 and Smith says she wants a similar ending
to her WKU career.
“The days are counting down as far as how many
games I have in my career,” she said. “Everyone’s
talking about Senior Day coming around the corner…so now I just want to finish on a high note.”
Walden said that even though those Greenwood
teams were dominant, it was her job to make sure the
team stayed relaxed.
“It was just a fun time with friends,” she said. “It
was more relaxed and fun than college ball, it seems
like.”
SEE SMITH, PAGE 8

TRACK & FIELD

Jenkins coaches track team to success
By CHELA COUNTS
sports@wkuherald.com

on the track team, and he was talking about
how fast he was and that Florida High (FSUS)
didn’t have any fast runners,” Jenkins said.
“…We decided to
race the next morning,
and little did I know that
racing wasn’t allowed at
Quincy Shanks, because
when we got off of the
bus, everybody was waiting, and after I won, the
person to meet me at the
JENKINS
end was Andy Gay... the
assistant track coach and principal of Quincy
Shanks,” he continued.
After being given the option to serve an
in-school suspension or go out for the track
team, Jenkins decided to meet the track. He
won a 300-meter challenge during his first
practice with the team, earning his right to
run.
Through guidance and mentorship from
James Pelham, a track legend in the Southeast
and Jenkins’ high school coach, running on a
collegiate level was next.

Taking over as head coach of both WKU’s
men’s and women’s track and field teams
wasn’t Erik Jenkins’ original plan.
But in just four years as head coach, the
Quincy, Fla., native has won seven Sun Belt
Conference titles, including four-straight
league outdoor championships — accomplishments that Jenkins said were never once
incorporated as goals.
“Coaching and being in Bowling Green
were not part of my long term plans, but I always feel that God puts you where he wants
you, and you do what you can while you’re
there,” he said.
As the middle child of an older sister and a
younger brother, Jenkins is the only athlete in
his immediate family.
After attending Florida State University
School — a laboratory high school affiliated
with Florida State University — Jenkins decided to transfer to nearby James A. Shank
High School. Life on the track began late during his senior year all because of a bet.
“There was a guy in my class who was SEE JENKINS, PAGE 8
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Junior hurdler Karlis Daube competes at the Hilltopper Relays Saturday at the Ruter Track
and Field Complex. Since Head Coach Erik Jenkins took over at WKU four years ago, the
track team has won seven Sun Belt Conference titles. They will compete for their eighth
title May 11-13 in Lafayette, La.
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